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Till-;  PULLMAN  MAN. 


of 


h£  manages  to  get  aheao 
the  INQUISITIVE  spotter. 


Tll,  iM.nr.  or  a  Sleeping  Cor  Conductor. 
I'u„ iuC  *  ■•Sorter'*  Murk"  on  •  Mpottor'a 
the  trruunU-Od  Hotel 
,^-Ihr  Art  of  "Knocking  Down." 

y^»  (Util  mi  .-x  member  of  the  Pullman 
.  ,  ,  h  ,  had  a  run  through  from  New 

^  .  t-  tv-  Ur  west  "ij  the  ini«i  frequented 
.  -I  travel,  "there  ere  great  oppur- 
.,u  i  be  experience  of  the  sleeping  car 
|-  rak.-*  a  man  with  a  bead  on  him  to 
I,,  l-.  about  And  I  guere  there 
k . ,  4  I  lain  caught  in  any  ‘monkey 
...  than  any  other  net  of  trusted  em- 
.  in  t be  country  There  are  new  men 
„  !b.  -mad  ail  the  time,  and  thoae Jwho 
|.rcdi!qtfwition  to  crookedness  are 
«,d  t<>  grow  old  in  the  waj4  of 

^  ‘s,,  Ue  v  knock  downT 

,\ .  t  ik.»t  ^  a  broad  question.  They  don't 
,  but  there  in  just  the  same  chance 

•  .man  man  as  there  il  for  a  street  car 
,  i.ut  the  risks  are  greater  and  he 
f..  km*  by  it.  But  the  ‘knockdown’ 

.  ,,  t»  no  means  an  ancient  custom. 
]f,  j.  .  ]x,th>  are  known;  sometimes  the 
l.t  ••(  investigation  trac  a  in  upon 
,  ,•••  i  th-  man  who  is  caught  lures  hie 

u»l$t~A'<a  month. 

i.  jin  with,  a  sleeping  car  man  must 
si/,  himself  with  an  intricate  system 
.  ntrv  l«K.kk*s.ping.  On  every  trip 
V.  ,  1 1.-.  with  him  a  whole  net  of  clerical 
.  ,  ,,,111,  fop  keeping  his  accounts.  They 
.  .liiijnuits  of  the  la-rtha,  check  books, 
*• -count*  of  receipts  and  blanks  to 
I(  ,  out  the  same  as  a  ship’s  raani- 

i  ii  he  wants  to  pocket  a  couple  of 
,  .  .  .i  i  live,  or  a  ten,  he  lias  to  keep  track 

:  unt  il’*-  amount  of  detail,  doctor  up 

.  ,  fluP  m  j«sn1  shape,  keep  an  eagle  eye 
hit,.  |  it  trier  and  run  the-gauntlet  of  spot- 

Spttlt-r.*”' 

V— .  qstilcrs.  Tlie re  is  a  whole  army  of 

ii  th»-  road  incessantly— male  and 
istlh.  Pullman  keeps  them  employed 
uni.-  They  ^ver  use  passes.  If  they 

uli  from  New  York  to  St.  Louis,  or 
,  l;.ts|tiu  to  Washington,  they  buy  flrst- 
-I  ..  k.'ts,  and  j>ay  for  them  with  checks, 
>ume  as  wealthy  railroad  tourista 
rbt-y  Ls-tmie  known.  They've  got  to 
,  iiu  m mud  the  car  in  day  time  a  little,  to 
jS  i  t  it  k  of  things,  anti  a  good  fly  porter  who 
.  ,  .  up  a  quitter  when  he  sees  him  ain't 
worth  having. 

TltAClMi  THE  (,'KOOKEDXESS. 

\  sjmit.  r.  when  he  starts  out  to  get  the 
ii  a  suqieeted  conductor,  carries  along 
i.iMin  of  the  car  and  a  full  set  of  £quip- 
He  kis‘|H  an  accurate  account  of  all 
-.1.1  or  occupied  between  important 
i,  and  makes  a  return  at  the  other  end  of 
i  Tlw  first  trace  ^f  crookedness  will 

i  r  i  .w>sl  by  several  more  spotters  follow- 
i  .  th.  wtme  conductor,  until  the  evidence 
.  ,1  against  him.  and  then  there  is  a  sud- 

•  |.  u  -v  in  ancy  in  the  form 

ii  lie-  urirr  of  the  spotter  is  not  a  path 
fc.  If  the  conductor  doesn’t  tumble  to 
l;  .-ii.  the  | toiler  does  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten, 
a  i  l  then  that  innocent  spotter  is  marked  for 

•When  be  turns  in  at  night  he  sticks  his 
un-h-r  the  lower  berth.  The  porter 
along  after  a  while,  marks  the  number 
4.  ’••ctioti  on  then!,  and  takes  them  to  the 
!■' i  the  car  to  put  a  quarter  of  a  dollar 
/  u  them.  The  first  thing  the  porter 
A.  t,  tu  examine  them  closely,  and  if  there 
*  *  marks  mi  the  shoes,  he  proceeds  in  a 
aim.  matter-of-fact  way  to  ‘‘brand”  them. 
IL  puts  a  ‘porter's  mark' on  the  shoe,  that 
:•>  Pullman  jiorter  from  here  to  San  Pran- 
■  will  comprehend  the  instant  he  lays  his 

-  on  it.  Every  where  that  spotter  travels, 
i  !  ti|eJfcv;roglyphic  on  his  shoes  does  him 

ml  1$-  never  gets  down  to  the  cause  of  it. 

.  work  the  women's  shoes,  too,  when  they 
in  Sind  them,  and  when  they  can’t  they 
...  k  their  little  caba  or  valise  in  some  con- 
ivim-iit  place. 

Hi.-n  the  setters  have  the  game  stocked 
,.mia;t  themselves  sometimes.  If  be  looks 
an  offensive  fellow,  of  more  than  the 
mge  meanness,  he  stands  in  jeopardy. 
l»-rU-r  rukes  in  from  $o  to  $10  on  an 
ig«*  run.  and  the  conductor  says,  ‘See 
i  i  surge,  we’ve  got  to  bull  the  market,’ 

.  i  the  porter  knows  what  that  means  and 
m.  Then  the  coniluctor  makes  up  his 
nuts  $10  above  what  they  ought  to  be, 

’  .  -v  up  the  diagram,  and  punches  a  few 
iv  checks.  When  he  makes  his  report,  in- 
ad  of  turning  in  $40,  he  turns  in  $.V),  The 
ri«r.  who  lias  lieen  trained  in  the  school  of 
t  le**  virtue  and  umbleniished  truth,  only 
in  ikes  it  our $40. 

MISTAKE  I.V  THE  rHJl'KEtl. 

The  next  thing  that  happened  to  the  spot¬ 
ter.  It*-  is  taken  to  the  front  and  inv  estigated. 
Tl  manager  says:  ‘Look  '  here,  Mr.  Spotter, • 
U thing  aint  right;  how  is  it  you  only  show 

That  must  lie  right,’ says  the  spotter,  feel- 
mvidcrious,  and  a  sort  of  distrust  in  the 
arithmetic  la*  »tu<lied  at  school. 

-  Well,  it,  ain't  right— you're  #10  short. 
Vie  won't  want  you  any  more.  We'll  get 
-viiet*«lv  who  can  count  up  better,’  and  that 

-  r  will  never  find  out  what  happened  to 
;  .  and  forever  l«we  confidence  in  his  own 

ini-  :iigi-n«-e  These  are  tricks  that  are  vain, 
in**-  who  are  on  the  wing  night  and  day, 
ii  ng  along  over  the  continent,  don’t  put 
i heir  time  without  learning  as  they  go. 

I  know  n  men  to  show  up  tricks  to  Pullman 

-  If  that  he  never  dreamed  of.  The  old 
i.  m  tin-  rood  have  sowed  their  wild  oats 

never  need  watching.  It  is  an  object  for 
a  keep  their  plait*.  But  the  young 

•  i  w.-re  coming  anil  going  all  the  time,  and 

at  ions  are  constantly  made  at  head- 
i  .iTers  fur  a  ‘run.’  It  is  a  good  position  for 
.  ‘ mg  man  with  grit  enough  to  keep  to 
.1  •  night  Ina*.  It’s  a  big  experience. 

i  •  Tig  work  can  ordy  be  done  on  the 
1  ■  iff-  *  •  >r  Itotel  cars  on  a  long  run.  That’s  a 
I'  ciza.  A  conductor  has  to  keep  an  ac- 
•  .  <f  every  article  he  takes  out  with  him, 
j-  ><n<-k  all  the  scraps  and  have  them 

-  •  I.  and  return  a  correct  account  of  how 
‘li.ng  was  disposed  of.  But  they  can 

•  u)>n‘«kthe  company’s  eye  out  for  a  toft 

■■e,  if  they  are  sharp  enough.  A  oou- 
-i '  -r  is  given  a  whole  ham,  which  weighs 
|  »<h.  no  many  steaks  and  other  articles, 
nr-*-,  tln-y  are  the  liest  the  market  can 
But  the  |m  >rter  can  buy  another  ham 
'  l--ss  tnoix-y  and  stow  it  away,  and  the 
i-e-tor  can  have  a  nice  juicy  steak  cut  in 
It  looks  hard  to  work  all  these  things 
•  nt  di-ns-tiou,  but  they've  been  done, 
■4  rh<-  thing  used  to  work  like  a  gold  mine. 

\  i  i  t*  |  ,-ar  i-onductor  can  get  to  be  a  stock- 
r  m  a  bank  liefore  be  is  50  without  any 
iMc  '— Globe- Democrat  Interview. 


Woolen  shirt  for  Hummer  Wear. 

IV  w*ioleii  shirt  for  summer  drew  is  all  the 
just  at  present  among  the  ><>ui«  men, 

-  1  tic  y  are  manufactured  in  surp Casteful 

-  lliat  for  ordinary  occasions  they  are  as 

-  ntable  us  the  stiff  w  hite.  As  a  matter 
i  li-t,  the  wotilen  shirt  is  said  by  physicians 
•  t  h>  iiu  »it  healthful  of  them  all,  espts-ially 

■  i.U  .  lunate  of  sudden  changes.— Chicago 

••  :aitl 


I»r.  II..., elan.  lirn.  Grant’s  PhysleUn. 

In  a  llv  mg  \  i»it  to  New  York  the  other  day 
1  -.xv  l)r  is.uglas.  Uen.  Urent’s  phj-siciitn. 
in.-  do.  tor  lues  uot  fully  recovered  from  the 

-  -  at  phxocuj  and  uwutal  strain  imixmd 
-  n  ln:n  by  lps  countant  ath  nUou  during 

whole  ,.f  the  last  nine  mouths  of  Grant’s 
Tlx-  d<« -tor’s  1  uuuls  shake  still  as  if  they 
Wi-n- 1 Gilded.  But  his  general  look  is  one  of 

-  rent  gain.  Several  month#*  ago  a  i-atarrhal 
•noble  resulted  in  his  stomach  beco*ning 
I*  »>iie«l  with  mucus  that  hail  been  beyoad 
•fv  (tower ,  of  expectoration.  He  overcame 
tlx-  difficulty  by  introducing  a  rubber  tube  in- 
I"  hi*  tlu*.  «t  and  the  passage  below.  Through 
iiu.  tube  be  would  pat*  warm  water  so  as  to 

Vanse  out  the  alimentary  canal  and  stomach 
More  eating.  By  this  process  be  has  regained 
lost  flesh,  and  to  a  degree  his  tod  health.— 


WATER  SCARCE  IN  COLORADO. 

A  n*  ^«hred 

^  Colorado  will  he  forced  to  foLW»w  in  Um 
ox.  tMeps  of  California  in  a  rotnmunhitic 
P'^prtaUoo  of  the  water*  of  the  state  for  the 
S  ^  T  i***1**™  The  drought  of 

prewat  snaon,  protracud  through  a  pe- 
nod  of  three  months,  gives  a  warning  that 
"H*1**  ^  Mffered  U>  pass  unhenied.  Coio- 
redo  has  even  a  scantier  stuck  of  water  than 
California  The  larger  part  of  the  state  1W* 
B,x  ky  mountains,  and  the 
*hree  rivers,  South  Platte,  Arkanme  amt  Rk> 
Oreda,  which,  with  their  affloenu.  water  the 
^a*)tr7  ^re  very  insigmA  ant  rtrea 


are  very  lmognin-ant  screanw — m> 
small  and  shallow  that  in  prolonged  dry 
meila  Hk.  the  prewnt  they  nearly  luee  theP 


Fhime  and  ditch  compames  have  tapped 
them  at  the  base  of  the  mountains,  and 
drawn  off  the  water  to  be  sold  in  small 
rtreams  to  fanner*  f(jr  irrigation  purpow*. 
But  this  gives  to  the  population  nearest  the 
mountains  an  advantage  over  tlx  we  living 
further  east,  for  it  sometimes  occurs  in  time 
of  drought  that,  when  the  former  are  amplv 
■erved,  the  river  is  nearly  exhausted,  and 
there  is  little  water  left  for  the  people  livins 
lower  down.  In  the  present  case,  the  South 
Platt*,  which  runs  thnm^h  Denver,  han  tit«r 
so  shrunken  in  volume  that  it  d.xw  not  affor4 
water  enough  for  all  (lurpose*,  and  the  stat- 
authorities  have  been  forced  to  prohibk 
divendon  of  the  water  into  ditch**  for  irriga¬ 
tion,  and  allow  it  to  be  used  only  for  drink¬ 
ing  and  stock  watering.  The  great  cattle 
herds  are  found  in  the  eastern  port  of  the 
state,  at  a  distance  from  the  heads  of  the 
streams,  and  if  the  streams  are  exhausted 
near  the  mountains  by  irrigating  ditches  «nd 
flumes,  the  cattle  herds  must  suffer. 

It  seem*  to  be  the  experience  that  as  pop 
ulatiou,  with  its  uiviliziug  practices,  multi 
plies  in  a  new  country,  the  rainfall  dimin 
ishes;  and  there  is  not  a  doubt  that,  when  the 
destruction  of  mountain  forests  in  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Montana,  New  Mexico  and 
Nevada  shall  have  been  completed,  a  scarcity 
of  water  will  be  a  perpetual  disad vantage, 
and  the  shrunken  streams  and  lakes  will  have 
to  lie  protected  with  jealous  official  care. 
Otherwise’  it  is  easy  to  imagine  a  drouth  un¬ 
usually  protracted,  in  which  the  mountain 
streams,  fed  by  snow  water  alone,  would 
shrivel  to  rills,  and  the  thousands  of  animah 
perish  of  thirst,  and  the  populations  them¬ 
selves  be  forced  to  abandon  the  country.  Tc 
prevent  such  a  peril,  the  state  will  have  to 
assume  absolute  possession  of  all  water  sup¬ 
plies,  and  hold  and  dispense  them  for  the  use 
of  the  people.  In  the  course  of  time  the 
population  of  Colorado  will  be  a  million,  and 
w-hen  that  (lav  comes  water  will  be  a  treasure 
to  be  hushaniled  and  protected  as  jealously  as 
it  is  in  Arabia. — St.  Louis  Republican. 


Heading  Off  a  Prairie  Fire. 

A  courier  on  a  foaming  mustang,  followed 
by  a  herd  of  stampeding  animals,  has  an¬ 
nounced  the  coming  of  the  fire,  milt*  to  wind¬ 
ward,  perhaps  liefore  even  its  smoke  is  visible. 
At  the  word  “Fire!”  every  man  on  the  settle¬ 
ment  drops  his  work,  catches  his  horse,  seizes 
water  buckets,  blankets,  ropes,  cans  of  kero¬ 
sene  oil,  plows,  and  whatever  else  may  be  of 
use  in  fighting  the  fire,  and,  throwing  these 
into  a  wagon,  dashes  off  to  meet  the  danger. 
The  probable  course  of  the  fiery  cyclone  be¬ 
ing  ascertained,  a  large  force  of  men  begin 
plowing  a  strip  of  land  directly  across  it,  for 
a  “fire-break.”  Sometimes  half  a  dozen  plows, 
with  .four  or  more  horses  to  each,  are  put 
simultaneously  to  work,  turning  up  furrow* 
with  desperate  energy. 

On  the  windward  or  exposed  side  of  this 
fire-break  a  counter  fire  is  started  by  mean* 
of  the  ropes  saturated  with  kerosene.  Thi* 
creeps  along  at  a  comparatively  slow  pact 
against  the  wind,  to  meet  the  greater  one. 
which  comes  surging  along,  preceded  by  s 
scorching,  furnace-like  bn.aU?  and  a  denst 
shower  of  gray  ashes.  On  the  other  side  ol 
the  plowed  strip,  toward  the  ranches,  the 
grass  is  drenened  with  water,  and  men  stand 
ready  with  wet  blankets  to  put  out  the  flying 
sparks  as  they  alight  The  rush  of  the  ap¬ 
proaching  mass  of  (lame  and  smoke  is  terrific. 
It  fairly  leaps  ahead,  100  feet  at  a  time,  hiss¬ 
ing,  snapping  and  roaring  as  if  it  were  lay 
ing  low  a  forest  Suddenly  it  meets  the  back 
fire.  The  two  rush  together  in  a  great  billow 
of  ttaine,  which  rises  high  in  the  air  and  go et 
out  in  dense  black  clouds  of  smoke.  The  tor¬ 
nado  is  checked,  and  the  ranchers  are  saved. 

This  is  what  takes  place  when  the  work  ol 
the  prairie  firemen  is  successful.  Sometimes, 
however,  the  flames,  checked  in  front,  rally 
and  spread  out  anew  at  the  sides,  and  con¬ 
tinue  their  destructive  course  over  more  miles 
of  prairie,  until  stopped  by  some  river  or 
desert  place.— Frank  Leslie’s  Illustrated. 


Lightning  In  the  Kooky  Mountain*. 

The  curious  case  of  G.  8.  Edwards,  ivhc 
was  struck  by  ligktuing  while  crossing  Iron 
hill,  at  Leadville,  Colo.,  on  July  4,  is  attract¬ 
ing  considerable  interest  among  scientific 
men.  After  the  flash,  Mr.  Edwards  remained 
unconscious  for  fifteen  minutes  liefore  receiv¬ 
ing  assistance.  The  lightning  struck  him  on 
the  left  cheek,  and  after  knocking  out  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  teeth  passed  diagonally  across  tht 
breast  to  the  right  side.  It  then  descended 
the  body  to  the  foot,  emerging  from  the  right 
boot.  It  passed  entirely  through  tin*  foot, 
leaving  a  hole  similar  to  that  made  by  a  bul¬ 
let.  The  clothing  was  torn  into  fragments, 
particles  being  found  a  distance  of  ‘J0U  feet 
Both  of  the  boots  were  entirely  destroyed, 
and  one  of  them  carried  sixty  feet  away. 

The  ground  vifhere  the  man  was  standing 
was  tom  up  for  a  considerable  distance.  Tht 
course  of  the  electric  current  along  the  body 
was  marked  by  a  black  and  led  streak  one 
and  a  half  inches  wide.  The  worst  effect  ol 
the  streak  seems  to  have  been  on  the  lungs. 
A  severe  hemorrhage  was  produced,  by  which 
a  quart  of  blood  was  lost.  In  addition  tc 
these  injuries,  the  surface  of  the  body  Wat 
almost  covered  with  blisters,  the  result  of 
ugly  bums.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  fli-st  au¬ 
thentic  record  of  a  person  being  injured  by 
lightning  at  an  elevation  of  10,500  feet  It  is 
remarkable  such  severe  internal  injuries  were 
uot  followed  by  death.— Scientific  American. 

A  REMARKABLE  FEMALE  8URGE0N. 

Graduating  at  th«  Age  of  Twenty-Six, 
She  Goes  to  Egypt- 

The  death  is  announced  In  Cochin  China  of 
Mme.  Dr.  Ribart,  a  female  surgeon  of  re¬ 
markable  skilly  and  whose  career  was  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  an  experience  that  no  other  wo¬ 
man  has  ever  bad.  Beginning  as  a  waitress 
in  a  little  drinking  shop  of  the  Quart ier  Latin 
of  Paris,  she  pamed,  while  still  very  young, 
through  the  usual  experiences  of  a  Parisian 
grixette,  and  became  connected  with  a  medi¬ 
cal  student  who  frequented  the  shop.  Her  in- 
rtinct  was  irresistible.  No  sooner  did  she  come 
In  contact  with  his  books  and  instruments 
than  she  fell  upon  them  and  literally  devoured 
the  knowledge  they  contained.  8 he  availed 
herself  of  his  teachings,  too,  and  drew  from 
him  everything  he  learned,  *>  that  by  the 
(im»  she  had  reached  the  age  of  X  she  pre¬ 
sented  herself  for  examination  as  surgeon, 
and  pamed  the  ordeal  brilliantly  and  triumph¬ 
antly. 

She  soon  recognized  the  field  that  lay  open 
before  her  in  the  Egyptian  h^ems,  to  which 
male  surgeons  were  not  admitted,  and  where 
women  suffered  unspeakable  torments  for  the 
lack  of  proper  attends  rice.  At  Cairo  she  speed¬ 
ily  established  a  large  practice,  and  had  every 
prospect  of  doing  well,  but  her  habits  of  dis¬ 
sipation  had  been  formed  early,  had  become 
rooted  and  were  unconquerable. 

Her  career  of  viee  ended  finally  in  an 
Egyptian  madhouse,  and  her  sufferings  in 
that  horrible  place  were  as  great  as  her  ex¬ 
cesses  had  been.  After  six  months  of  this 
severe  but  salutary  regimen  she  recovered 
her  mind,  but  never  forgave  her  heartless 
>iwi  disreputable  Levantine  friends  who  had 
hastily  thrust  her  out  of  sight  and  mind  into 
the  horrors  of  an  insane  asylum. 

Her  career  in  Egypt  was  over,  but  she 
coud  not  return  to  Europe,  and  nothing  was 
left  her  but  the  French  possessions  in  ^sia. 

m*d«  her  way  out  to  the  French  colony 
in  Cochin  China.  Here  her  talents  and  her 
beauty,  which  despite  the  life  she  bad  led  in 
Egypt  and  her  sufferings  in. the  mad  house, 
had  never  failed  her,  won  bar  instant  recogni¬ 
tion  and  she  in  great  demand  among 


wcxnm.  The  old  queen  m <  tlx*  of  Annam 
had  been  blind  for  years  ami  with  de¬ 

light  the  pn*|*et  of  relief  held  out  to  her  by 
the  French  pbyxortan.  M  me  RiWt 
■todenly  tlx*  lay  before  the  ipmhio  was  to 
be  performed,  the  result,  as  au(p<M^L  of  ths 
«razn*  ni*>n  her  health  whx-h  her  Egyptian 
experience*  had  entailed.  Ste-  wa,  *uil  young 
and  had  pn  Xpert*  of  redeeming  the  past,  for 
her  talent*  in  her  difficult  profemton  were 
grrat  and  undoubted.  Probably  do  Euro¬ 
pean  woman  ever  knew  so  much  of  the  inner 
life  <of  the  harem  in  the  east  and  its  dark  side 
as  this  ex-grisette  — New  York  World. 


Had  Chine**  Mays  la  ttaa  FrwaeUew. 

Ho  far  refemi^t!  has  been  had  only  to  the 
older  claw  of  hoodlum  Mongobam.  There  u 
another  no  lee.  dangerous  to  society,  tc 

be  found  among  the  Chin***?  boya,  many  of 
wbotu  are  members  of  industrious  fanulx*. 
The  example  -*-t  by  the  older  roughs  is  imi¬ 
tated  as  t-kwely  as  it  w  pomible  for  those  of 
tender  age  to  follow  in  the  footstep*  of  tbeii 
ekler  “coushis. "  To  lie  bad.  thoroughly  and 
irrevocably  l*wi,  is  their  highest  ambition. 
They  pick  up  American  profanity  readily, 
and  use  it  with  a  freedom  and  frequency  that 
would  drive  the  m-*a  depraved  American 
hoodlum  to  despair  But  it  is  uot  on  then 
protV -i« icy  in  the  u-e  of  oaths  or  filthy  lan 
guage  that  the  yo.i-  ;  |<agans  rest  their  repu 
tation  for  wicked. kk-v  It  affords  them  a  cer¬ 
tain  pleasure  to  mingle  with  the  Sunday  school 
youths  of  their  own  raie  and  fire-off  a  few 
bombshells  of  profanity  now  and  then,  whik 
the  Christianized  Mongolians  raise  their  eyre 
in  holy  horror.  But  this  is  only  fleeting  joy. 

To  sport  a  weapon  of  offense  in  the  shape  ol 
a  knife  or  pistol,  and  to  display  it  on  all  occa 
sioiis  when  the  eye  of  the  police  is  not  upon 
them,  is  a  pleasure  smacking  more  of  delight¬ 
ful  outlawry,  and  it  is  enjoyed  to  the  full  by 
the  bad  young  man  in  -Chinatown.  A  knife 
having  a  four-inch  blade  aial  a  short,  thick 
handle— on*-  of  those  wicked  looking  knives 
that  cut  I *>th  ways  and  must  be  carried  in  a 
leather  sheath— Is  the  delight  of  the  Mongo 
lian  hoodlum.  ‘The  sheath  is  generally  fast 
ened  to  a  strap  almut  the  waist,  and  is  con¬ 
cealed  from  view  by  the  outer  garments. 
Such  knives  liave  been  found  in  the  poexegsion 
of  Chinese  hoodlums  under  1U  years  of  age. 
It  is,  indeed,  doubtful  if  the  majority  of  the 
.  class  under  discussion  do  not  carry  a  weapon 
of  this  kind,  and  sometimes  two  or  three,  with 
a  pistol  to  boot.  The  more  closely  he  resem¬ 
bles  u  walking  arsenal  the  better  the  young 
pagan  is  pleased  with  himself,  for  he  can  then 
easilx-  convince  the  Chinatown  residents  that 
he  is  a  very,  very  load  young  man.— San 
Francisco  Chronicle. 


Shanghai’s  Population  and  Climate. 

The  population  of  Shanghai  is  500,000 
Chinese  and  4,000  of  all  other  nationalities, 
including  almut  1,100  British  males,  :150  each 
of  Germans  and  Frenchmen,  and  l‘J5  regis¬ 
tered  American  citizens,  the  rest  being 
women,  children,  Ja(>auese  and  Bagdad  Jews. 
These  figures  are  taken  from  the  census  of 
last  year.  The  climate  varies  from  skating 
in  ’the  months  of.  January  and  February, 
with  marrow-freezers  from  the  northern 
plateau,  to  over  Ho  degrees  day  and  night  for 
a  spell,  perhaps,  of  a  week  in  July  and  Au¬ 
gust,  the  thermometer  standing  as  high  as  140 
out  in  the  street  at  midday  and  going  some¬ 
times  a  little  higher  when  a  sandstorm  from 
the  far-off  desert  of  Gobi  sweeps  by.  Heavy 
and  frequent  rains  fall  all  the  year  round, 
and  the  tail  end  of  a  typhoon  will  now  and 
then  uproot  a  few  trees  and  blow  the  corners 
off  buildings.  Shocks  of  earthquake  are 
sometimes  a  cause  of  excitement,  but  these 
are  not  nearly  as  frequent  or  severe  as  in 
Japan. 

•  Shanghai  is  the  home  of  the  musquito,  heing 
specially  noted  for  a  striped  kind  called  the 
“tiger,”  of  peculiar  ferocity  and  stinging 
power.  The  centipede  of  these  parts  is  like¬ 
wise  unpleasant,  not  to  say  dangerous,  and 
not  by  any  means  a  desirabliTbedfellow.  Sep¬ 
tember  is  the  mortality  month,  a  hot  westerly 
wind  prevailing,  which  is  laden  with  the  pes¬ 
tiferous  exhalations  from  over  a  country 
covered  with  corpses  exposed  to  the  summer 
sun,  it,  of  course,  being  known  that  the  Chi¬ 
nese  in  this  district  do  not  bury  tiieir  dead. 
Dying  goes  on  at  a  f^ir  rate  all  the  time,  hut 
in  September  and  October  the  undertaker  has 
to  close  his  photographic  gallery  in  order  to 
give  undivided  attention  to  the  more  serious 
and  paying  business  of  arranging  and  1  nixing 
dead  bodies.  Seven  years  is  considered  the 
maximum  term  which  a  man  of  the  best  con¬ 
stitution  should  spend  in  China  without  a  trip 
home.— Cor.  San  Francisco  Chroniele. 

Girl  Graduate's  Essay  on  Patriotism. 

One  of  the  sweet  girl  graduates  who  recent¬ 
ly  skipped  out  of  school  life  bedecked  in  gauze 
and  almost  smothered  in  flowers  lavished 
upon  her  by 'admiring  friends,  read  an  essay 
on  “Love  Country.”  After  quoting  the 
entire  well  remembered  lines  liegiuniug 

“Breathes  there  a  man  with  soul  so  dead” 
she  added  about  a  dozen  prose  ’lines  of  her 
own  composition,  in  the  course  of  which  she 
said  that  “patriotism  was  real  nice.”  It  is  re¬ 
ported  that  the  dignified  professor,  to  whom 
the  essay  was  originally  handed  for  inspection, 
after  noting  the  amount  of  poetry  quoted, 
turned  to  his  fair  young  pupil  and  exclaimed: 
“My  dear,  it  seems  to  hr*  that  you  have  bor¬ 
rowed  a  pretty  big  porch  for  a  mighty  small 
house. — Chicago  HeraJd. 

LIFE  IN  A  COW- CAMP. 


The  Romance  of  a  Cowboy  Sifted  Down 
to  Hard  Pan— ‘‘Third  Relief.” 

The  heavy  wagon  stands  two  or  three  rods 
from  the  stream,  and  between  it  und  the  l)ank 
are  scattered  the  sleeping  men,  each  bed 
wrapped  in  a  white  tar(>aulin.  Saddled  horses 
are  picketed  near  the  wagon,  and  when  they 
hear  the  liell  hoise  move  with  the  grazing  remp- 
da  they  straighten  the  long  rot >es  tliaHij-  snjjte-  - 
like  among  the  buffalo  grass  and  cactus  and 
neigh  to  their  jiartners  in  the  distant  cavvy, 
for  almost  every  horse  has  a  partner,  usually 
in  the  same  string  he  works  in.  At  1“J  o’clock 
a  rider  comes  into  camp  on  a  keen  run,  rolls 
stiffiy  from  his  horse,  pulls  the  tarpaulins 
from  over  two  of  the  sleeping  men  and 
arouses  each  with  the  words,  “Third  relief.” 

Each  man  as  he  is  called  springs  from  his 
bed  as  if  he  had  been  wide  awake,  pulls  on 
his  boots  and  coat,  buckles  on'his  spurs,  takes 
his  bridle  out  of  his  bed — for  a  cow  l>oy’s  lied 
is  his  harness  room  and  jK>rtmanteuu — catches 
up  his  hat,  flips  his  tarjiauliii  back  over  his 
bed,  ami  stumbles  off  over  the- rough  prairie 
to  where  liis  night  horse  is  staked.  Three 
movements  of  bis  hands  and  the  horse  is 
bridled  and  free  from  thp  rOJie. 

The  rider  lurches  up  in  the  saddle,  rouses 
the  sleepy  broncho  with  a  touch  of  ‘the  steel, 
and,  followed  by  hisqwrtner  on  guard,  disap¬ 
pears  m  the  soft  dusty  night.  He  listens  for 
the  lowing  of  the  reetli^ss  cattle,  and  when  he 
has  located  the  sound  pushes  on  at  full  speed. 
Reaching  the  bunch,  he  gives  a  hoarse  word 
to  the  weary  man  who  is  so  glad  to  see'  him, 
and  then,  reining  the  horse  to  a  walk,  lights 
his  pipe,  pulls  his  coat  up  around  bis  throat 
and  slowly  rides  around  the  herd,  meeting 
his  partner,  who  rides  in  the  op(>osite  direc¬ 
tion,  at  every  half  circuit.  The  relieved  man 
hurries  to  camp  and  finds  the  fire  blazing  over 
a  log  his  partner,  who  came  in  to  call  the  re¬ 
lief,  has  thrown  upon  it.  He  slips  over  to  the 
wagon,  takes  a  cup  of  water  from  the  bucket, 
gives  a  sigh  of  relief  as  he  wets  his  throat, 
dry  with  the  dust  of  two  hours  on  the  tram¬ 
pled  lied  grounds,  shivers  as  the  cold  water 
reaches  his  stomach,  turns  to  warm  himself 
at  the  fire,  then  decides  that  he  is  too  sleepy, 
and  rolls  himself  in  his  heavy  blankets. 
Meantime  the  two  men  on  guard  afe  Riding 
their  monotonous,  circuit,  singing  hoarsely  as 
they  ride— for  a  man  has  to  sing  to  the  cows 
at  night,  or  his  sudden  approach  will  startle 
some  nervous  yearling,  who  will  perhaps 
stampede  the  herd.— Cheyenne  Leader. 

A  .Morning  at  a  Country  House. 

Breakfast  is  a  delightful  hour  in  England, 
for  it  is  informal  Servants  are  often  dis- 
(jensed  with  altogether:  |)eoplc  come  in  when 
they  choone,  no  one  waiting  fin-  another,  and 
you  may  select  your  neighbor  if  you  are  in 
time.  The  women  are  fresh  and  simple  in  toilet, 
the  sportsmen  in  knickerbockers  and  shoot¬ 
ing  suits,  readY  for  the  occupation  of  the  day. 
In  some  hou^  s  the  host  and  hostess  sit  at  op¬ 
posite  ends  <<f  the  long  table,  and  one  poors 


the  tea  and  Lbr  other  Um-  cuffae.  la  OtUer 
ntna'tt  nritbre  the  bo*  war  bartaab  vfe- 
ihle  before  101*41  ana  The  table  a  tjjread 
only  with  fruit  sod  bread,  aad  pembty  cold 
iwreU.  jrJlM*  Sixl  marmalade  ‘  perhaps  a 
young  lady  of  the  family  «t*  behind  an  egg 
boiler  and  cooks  eggs  for  her  fneod*.  but  the 
substantial  meat*,  hot  and  cold,  are  an  tbr 
sideboard,  and  the  men  get  op  and  forage  for 
the  kadk*  *2x1  tbemerive*  The  riaad*.  o * 
course,  srr  abundant  *txl  detectable  An 
Enghxh  breakfast  is  always  substantial  la 
HaxXlaixl  oatmeal  porridge  w  never  afaaetrt. 

The  mail  often  arrive*  in  the  morning,  and 
the  letters  may  be  at  your  plate  when  you 
come  down.  Ur  perhaps  the  bag  h  late,  and 
the  “poet,"  a*  they  call  It.  I* brought  into  the 
room  and  distributed.  Everybody  opens  sod 
reads  without  atiy  formality  or  excure;  they 
exchange  new*,  receive  invitation*  or  regrets 
and  make  arrangement*  for  the  day.  TV  we 
who  finish  first  leave  when  they  will  Per 
hap*  the  visit  of  some  guete  a  over;  he  makes 
his  adieus  at  the  table,  and  the  party  reunter 
to  the  window*  to  see  him  drive  off  For  the 
dining  room  is  always  on  the  ground  floor; 
you  can  step  from  the  window*  to  the  terrace 
or  the  lawn.  — Adam  Badean’s  Letter 


A*  t'nesperted  Result— -Na.  1. 

At  Ppetigorsk,  iq  the  southern 
there  is  a  lovely  valley-  that  baa  became  the 
favorite  winter  rewort  of  the  Russian  empire. 
In  one  of  the  forty  hotels  a  French  doctor  had 
established  bis  office,  but  was  expelled  last 
Man  h  for  an  “indiscreet  communication”  to 
a  Paris  journal.  The  obnoxious  correspond 
eni-e  referred  to  one  of  his  patients,  a  hollow 
eyed  editor,  who  every  now  and  then  was 
prostrated  by  a  fit  of  spasmodic  asthma, 
complicated  by  symptoms  not  easy  to  explain 
till  he  he  banded  lus  medical  friend  the  fol¬ 
lowing  dispatches,  received  from  his  assistant 
in  a  censor  ridden  city  of  central  Russia :  No. 
L  “On  receipt  of  »»ur  last  Sp.  (the  censor) 
threatened  me  with  personal  violence  and  had 
to  be  pacified  at  an  expense  of  twenty -five 
rubles.  Shall  I  repeat  your  request T  No.  1 
“Sp.  declines  to  grant  imprimatur  (permis¬ 
sion  to  publish)  except  ou  conditions  sjiecifled 
by  maiL  1  write  today.”  No.  8.  “Sp.  has 
just  liorrowed  all  the  money  in  the  office-  and 
promised  to  grant  imprimatur.”  No.  4.  “Sp. 
has  got  drunk  apd  rewuked  his  promiaa 
Oblige  me  by  further  instructions.”— Dr. 
Felix  L.  Oswald. 


Several  Oddities  of  Spain. 

Among  other  peculiar  Spanish  institutions 
the  lottep-  is  prominent.  In  every  city  tbare 
are  numerous  offices  for  the  sale  of  tickets, 
and  in  addition  men  and  women  go  about  the 
streets  hawking  them,  and  calling  attention 
to  their  wares  by  vociferous  outcries  like  other 
street  peddlers.  I  think  the  lotteries  are  under 
control  of  the  government,  and  are  doubtless 
fairly  conducted.  If  one  can  judge  by  the 
number  of  opportunities  afforded  to  buy 
tickets,  they  are  well  patronized  and  popular. 

Another  odd  thing  is  that  wineshops  and 
restaurants  and  hotels  never  keep  cigars  for 
sale,  and  that  you  cannot  buy  postage  stamps 
at  the  postoflfre.  If  you  want  either  of  these 
useful  articles  you  must  go  to  a  government 
tobacco  shop  for  them.  They  are  both  royal 
monopolies  and  they  go  together.  If  the 
stani(js  are  as  poor  and  as  weak  as  the  cigars 
I  should  think  they  would. — Cor.  Detroit 
Free  Press.  _  ? 

Nine  Kings  and  Queens  of  Spain.  . 

There  are  at  the  present  time,  including' the 
Carlist  dynasty  in  parti  us,  no^/ewer  than 
nine  kings  and  queens  of  Spain.  First,  there 
is  the  infant  king  upon  the  throne/  and  his 
mother  the  queen  regent;  then  come  the  ex- 
Queen  Isabella  and  her  husband,.  King  Fran¬ 
cis;  thirdly,  the  ex!- King  Amadeo,  brother  of 
the  king  of  Italy;  and  lastly,  the  four  Car- 
lists — Don  Juan  III  and  nis  queen,  Dona 
Beatrix  of  Este,  the  former  of  whom  abdi¬ 
cated  a  few  years  ago  in  favor  of  his  son  Don 
Carlos,  who,  with  his  irife,  Dona  Margaret, 
makes  up  the  total.  An  anecdote  is  told  of 
the  ex-King  Amadeo  paying  a  visit  to  the  ex- 
Queen  Isabella  in  Pari*  a  few  years  ago, 
when  Don  Carlijs  was  announced,  whereupon 
Amadeo  took  his  leave,  observing  with  a 
smile,  “I  don’t  think  three  sovereigns  of  Spain 
ought  to  be  in  one  room." — Vanity  Fair. 


Origin  of  Pink  Hunting  Coats. 

It  is  said  that  Lady  Hasketh,  of  California 
origin,  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  fashion 
among  the  English  ladies  of  wearing  pink 
hunting  coats.  The  origin  of  this  fashion 
appears  to  hav*  been  profoundly  agitating 
London  society  for  some  time  past.— New 
York  Graphic. 

ENDYMION. 

How  slowly  falls  yon  sickle  from  on  high 
Through  evening’s  silent  sky, 

Plashing  a  splendor  from  its  curved  blade 
*  On  the  low-lying  shade ! 

Now  in  and  out  the  narrow  cloud  that  bars 
Its  pathway  from  the  stars 
It  slips,  and  with  a  golden  glory  shines, 
Nearing  the  mountain  lines. 

Nay,  ’tis  no  sickle  which  some  unseen  hand 
Lets  fall  upon  the  land ; 

It  is  the  jewel  of  a  lady’s  crown, 

As  she  steps  lightly  down. 

Night  after  night,  down  the  aerial  stair 
She  stealeth  unaware; 

Leaving  the  empire  which  she  ruleth  above, 
And  all  her  state,  for  love. 

Behold,  her  feet  have  touched  the  rocky 
steeps 

Where  the  young  shepherd  sleeps, 

And  larger  burns  her  jewel  as  she  moves 
In  search  of  him  she  loves. 

And  now  it  fades,  and  glimmers,  and  is  gone. 
Happy  Endymionl 

While  here  the  world  in  sudden  shadow  lies, 
Hhe  bends  above  his  eyes. 

—Atlantic  Monthly. 


Care  of  a  Tramp’s  Hand*. 

“One  of  the  essential  points  of  success  in 
my  profession,”  said  a  dilapidated  old  tramp 
who  was  talking  to  a  reporter  from  behind 
the  bars  of  one  of  the  cells  in  the  city  jail 
this  morning,  “is  to  keep  the  hands  in  good 
order.  You  donjt  understand  what  I  mean, 
eh?  What  I  mean  by  keeping  the  hands  in 
good  order  is  this:  Of  oourse,  ill  tramping 
from  town  to  town,  a  man  Is  liable  to  be  ar¬ 
rested  for  vagrancy  at  any  time.  He  must 
tell  a  story  of  how  he  has  just  been  thrown 
out  of  work  and  is  looking  for  employment, 
which,  as  yet,  he  has  not  been  able  to  find. 
In  nine  cases  out  of  ten  the  judge  will  ask  him 
to  show  up  his  hands,  and  when  he  does  pro¬ 
duce  them  they  must  homy  and  toil  worn. 
Catch  on,  do  you? 

“So  you  see  it  is  part  of  my  business  to  keep 
my  hands  looking  as  though  they  belonged  to 
a  man  who  was  accustomed  to  work  3G5  days 
in  the  year.  For  that  purpose  I  carry  with 
me  this  small  piece  of  hickory  wood,  which  is 
round  and  very  smooth.  About  twice  a  day 
I  take  it  between  my  palms  and  rub  them  so 
that  the  friction  will  make  them  hard  and 
callous.  In  that  way,  you  see,  I  produce  the 
‘real  result’  with  very  little  trouble  and  an¬ 
noyance.  There  is  a  bottle  of  brown  liquid 
which  I  use  occasionally  for  staining  the  back 
part  of  my  hands  a  beautiful  sunbrown  color, 
and  there  you  are.  When  I  show  up  my 
hands  and  tell  the  judge  that  I  am  a  hard 
working  man,  thrown  out  of  employment  by 
the  strikes,  what  can  he  do  but  believe  me? 
The  trick  has  saved  me  many  a  day  in  jail, 
and  I  flatter  myself  is  a  strictly  original  idea, 
though  it  is  spreading  rapidly.  The  profes¬ 
sion,  you  see,  is  beginning  to  realize  that  it  will 
never  do  to  show  up  to  a  hard-hearted  police 
judge  a  (»alr  of  tender,  lily-white  hands.”— 
Ohama  Bee. 


In  Favor  of  the  Darwin  Theory. 

A  Washington  street  orthopedic  artist, 
speaking  with  me  to-day  about  trusses  and 
hernia,  told  me  of  a  queer  suggestion  made 
to  him  a  few  days  ago  by  a  prominent  Chi¬ 
cago  Unitarian  minister  who  called  on  him 
to  see  about  a  truss  for  another  person.  In 
the  course  of  the  conversation  the  fact  had 
been  commented  upon  that  hernia  was  not, 
properly  speaking,  a  rupture  at  all.  When¬ 
ever  there  is  a  weakness  in  the  muscles  of  the 
Idwer  abdomen,  and  an  interstice  occurs,  even 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  In  diameter,  the 
peritoneum,  or  sack  which  contains  the  intes¬ 
tines,  forces  its  way  through  the  orifice,  mid, 


little  by  little  Lbs  IntMtUM  fallow, 
an  oaUxlx  (much 

Whru  this  SM  rXplaJLDrd  U>  lbr  divine,  who 
was,  i d  ouursr.  an  areh-nl  dm-lpfe  of  Darwin, 
hia  eyre  b*-  »u»  flxrd  uo  tbs  flour  far  a  few 
momenta  in  deep  thought,  and  thru,  tua  mao 
trtsn  v  lighting  up  with  tbr  joy  at  a  new 
discovery,  be  real  to  tbr  truss  man.  “By  lb* 
way,  baa  ft  tow  occurred  to  you  that  this 
wreduMm  in  tbr  mu*  les  at  Lb*  aUtomen. 
which  m  uot  out  of  every  seven  man 

that  waft  the  earth,  rreultial  from  tbr  human 
family  taraigfateuiug  up  and  be>-ucmng  bipeds 
lOHtMui  of  quadrupeds?  It  aeeun  to  me  that 
we  hava  a  great  argument  here  for  tbs  de¬ 
w-rut  of  man  from  tbr  lower  animal*  *  The 
Inn*  iuab  my*  it  may  be  *>  for  all  be  knows. 
Horses,  flugv  cat*,  and  even  canary  birds  are 
often  niptund.  tail  in  their  cam  it  can  always 
be  traced  to  mvideut  and  mechanical  force, 
but  to  oungi-nitaJ  ereaknere.  — Chicago  Jour¬ 
nal 

Of  nil  wad  Ointment  Celebrity. 

Whether  the  late  Mr.  Holloway,  of  pill  and 
uiiitinr-ot  celebrity,  did  good  in.  his  lifetime 
with  hia  fttll*  and  ointnwnt  may  be  disputed 
by  d<» -ton.  an.1  patient*;  but  there  can  he  no 
qursti.  maUxit  bis  doing  good  after  hiedeath. 
Hr  left  a  IuumImoux-  mra  of  money  to  found  an 
asylum  for  lietter  clam  lunate*,  a*  you  may 
know,  tad  beside* t list,  being  much  impreased 
with  tiw  nectMUt y  of  a  higher  (Question  for 
women,  left  $3.5(iu,UlU  to  build  and  endow  a 
grand  college  for  45u  girl*  of  the  upper  mid¬ 
dle  class  The  building  is  said  to  rover  more 
ground  than  any  college  in  the  world  Evary 
girl  will  have  a  bedroom  and  a  study  to  bar 
self.  Lovely  grounds,  laid  out  in  terraces  and 
tennis  lawn*,  surround  the  building,  and 
many  at  the  gentlemen  who  went  down  the 
other  day  to  a  private  view  of  the  place,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  opening  of  it  by  the  queen, 
would  Dot  have  objected  to  be  turned  *  ill  to 
girl  student*  just  for  a  few  years,  and  peace¬ 
fully  study  and  live  in  a  place  so  well  worth 
living  in.  Her  majesty  commanded  that  the 
epithet  of  ‘‘royal"  should  be  applied  to  the 
college  at  once,  instead  of  after  the  opening 
ceremoay,  as  is  usual.  Seldom  indeed  did  an 
ebtahlhtainciit  better  deserve  the  title. — Max 
O’ReU's  Loudon  Letter. 

Sheep  Washing  Ha*  Got  to  Go. 

That  picturesque  rural  rite,  sheep  washing, 
has  got  to  go.  Indeed  it  has  gone,  to  a  great 
extent,  ftlready.  The  Wool  Journal  says  it 
doe*  nob  know  a  single  argument  in  its  favor. 
The  prftotice  was  inaugurated  an  early  day, 
and  it  jg  a  relic  .of  old  times^when  the  wool 
shorn  from  the  small  flocks  in  the  eastern 
states  was  largely  used  up  at  home.  Then  it 
was  necessary  to  wash  either  before  or  after 
shearing,  to  prepare  it  for  carding  or  spuming. 
Those  days  are  past,  and  both  the  sheep  and 
their  owners  ought  to  be  glad  of  it.— Exchange. 

The  Ex-Khedt ve*s  Wicked  old  Mother. 

The  mother  -of  ex-Khedive  Ismail  Pasha, 
who  died  a  feyv  days  ago  at  Cairo,  was  one  of 
the  mail  wicked  old  women  imaginable.  She 
was  noted  for  her  depravity,  and  the  men 
who  once  Entered  her  palace  at  the  Abbassieh, 
just  outside  of  Cairo,  never  emerged  there 
from  ^ain.  On  several  occasions  her  car 
riage  was  pelted  with  stones  and  she  herself 
mobbed  by  crowds  of  women,  some  of  whom 
demanded  their  sons,  others  their  husbands 
and  brothers.  latterly  she  had  become  ex¬ 
ceedingly  devout. — Chicago  Tribuna 


The  Poetry  of  »r.  O.  W.  Holmes. 

Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes’  verse  is  qu'tc 
harmless  and  full  of  common  sense  and  flip 
pancyj  They  range  from  commemoration 
odes  to  valentines,  and  are  excellent  example; 
of  what  poetry  ought  to  be.— Vanity  Fair. 

The  average  cost  of  a  contested  English 
election  is  U.OOUl 

HOME  OF  THE  BANANA. 


HOW  THE  POPULAR  FRUIT  IS 
SHIPPED  AND  TRANSPORTED. 


Growth  of  the  Banana  Traffic— Risks  of 

the  Trade— Varieties  of  the  Plantain. 

Value  of  an  Acre  of  Bananas— The 

Cro^How  to  Cook  Them. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  stood  under  a  bunch  of 
ripe  bananas  hanging  from  a  beam  in  a  house 
in  Catacania.s,  one  of  the  most  thrifty  of 
Olancbo  pueblos.  As  a  personal  favor  the 
Indian  owner  of  the  house  suspended  for  a 
moment  operations  on  the  bedstead  he  was 
hewing  out  of  solid  mahogany,  and  sold  the 
fruit  to  me  for  two  reals.  That  was  equal  to 
twenty  cents  of  American  money.  I  can 
prove  that  the  fruit  was  paid  for,  for  a  dozen 
witnesses  saw  the  whole  transaction,  and 
laughed  at  my  companion  when  he  jauntily 
caught  hold  of  one  end  of  the  bunch,  and  let 
go  to  get  a  lietter  hold.  He  had  not  expected 
that  the  thing  would  weigh  nearly  or  quite 
100  pounds.  The  comandante,  in  whose  house 
we  lodged,  assured  us,  when  we  had  lugged 
the  bunch  t<  >  his  dining  room,  that  the  cabi¬ 
netmaker  was  a  sharp  rascal,  in  that  he  had 
chargad  us  twice  as  much  as  would  have  been 
an  ample  price.  “But,”  he  reflected,  philo¬ 
sophically,  “you  must  pay  for  being  Ameri¬ 
canos  and  strangers.”  As  it  was  too  late  we 
tried  to  not  mourn  too  deeply  the  loss  of  our 
ten  cents,  and  ate  the  fully  ripe,  mealy,  sweet 
fruit.  Many  a  time  before  and  after  that  I 
bought  bananas  for  two  to  four  centavos  a 
dozen. 

Coiliiderable  quantities  of  fruit  are  brought 
from  Nicaragua,  but  about  the  middle  of  May 
quarantine  regulations  forbade  the  entrance 
of  vetaels  from  ports  on  the  east  coast  of  that 
couufty  without  passing  a  very  close  examin¬ 
ation  and  undergoing  considerable  delay  at 
the  quarantine  stations.  Any  detention  would 
be  most  injurious  to  a  fruit  so  perishable  as 
are  bananas,  plantains,  mangoes  and  other 
tropicbl  fruits.  A  few  days  in  quarantine  in 
hot  waather  would  be  as  fatal  to  fruit  in  a 
vessel’s  hold  as  Yellow  Jack  would  be  to  a 
patient  on  whom  it  had  a  bold;  therefore  craft 
trading  to  suspected  regions  refused  to  receive 
cargoos  of  fruit.  They  could  not  afford  to 
risk  losses.  That  kept  out  of  the  market  a 
large  quantity  of  fruit. 

DOOM  Or  THS  POOL. 

*  For  years  two  houses  in  New  Orleans  prac¬ 
tically  monopolized  the  fruit  trade  of  the 
coast  of  Spanish  Honduras,  the  islands  there¬ 
about,  and  of  that  little  neck  of  Guatemala 
which  separates  Spanish  from  British  Hondu¬ 
ras.  Competition  between  the  two  firms  was 
raising  prices,  so  they  pooled  their  issues  and 
dividad  the  trade  between  them.  That  worked 
nicely,  and  prices  were  jammed  down  by 
the  traders,  because  they  “take  all  the  chances, 
ye  see,”  and  leave  the  planter  none.  But  one 
bright  day  an  ugly  black  smoke  away  to  the 
northward  heralded  the  approach  of  the  Maria 
P.  and  the  doom  of  the  pool.  The  steamer  is 
owned  by  a  firm  of  much  enterprise  and  with 
mousy  galore,  so  she  harvested  nearly  all  of 
the  fruit  then  ready  for  shipment.  Every 
bunch  of  bananas,  every  plantain,  every  co- 
coantit,  every  mango,  and  all  the  oranges, 
lemons  and  limes  the  officers  of  the  Maria  P. 
could  buy  were  promptly  secured,  stowed 
away  in  her  hold,  and  contracts  made  for  en¬ 
suing  trii«.  When  the  old  line  steamers  ar¬ 
rived  there  was  not  half  a  load  for  them,  so 
they  were  iillejl  with  profanity  by  their  offi¬ 
cers  The  planters  seemed  to  really  enjoy  the 
ituftiou,  which  was  unkind  of  them. 

Of  the  musa  or  plantain  there  are  a  great 
nital-er  of  sorts;  some  cultivators  claim  that 
they  have  eighty  different  kinds,  but  only  two 
or  three  varieties  are  known  in  the  markets 
of  the  United  States.  The  variety  popularly 
known  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  the  several 
Central  American  republics  as  platinos,  or 
plkfttains,  are  seen  in  very  few  places  in  the 
Uqlted  States  outside  of  New  Orleans.  The 
generally  recognized  in  the  states  as 
las  are  either  red  or  yellow,  but  the  fruit 
is  found  in  all  shades  produced  by  the  mixture 
of  the  two  colors  named.  By  far  the  greater 
part  of  the  bananas  brought  to  this  country 
are  oaten  raw,  but  they  may  be  cooked  in 
sevaral  waya  Fried  in  butter  they  are  excel¬ 
lent  food ;  baked  in  the  skins  they  resemble 
delicious  pears;  boiled  they  are  palatable; 
drift!  after  fully  ripening  they  form  a  sweet 
pails,  and  in  every  form  they  are  very  nu¬ 
tritious— far  more  so  than  bread.  The  tender 
yoftig  plants  are  boiled  and  eaten  as  aspara- 
gufls. 


as  scaa  «*r  eananas. 

fl-mtM*  (tariare  that  an  acre  at  ’ - — 

product*  i  astlj  tuur*  nutrition*  (uni  than  an 
art  at  vrbrsit  or  of  potato*  wili  CaUla, 
buret*,  goat*,  pigs  and  poultry  join  man  in 
his  Liking  for  Uu«  fruit,  without  which  many 
a  family  would  Ur  on  short 
tbr  lioar  It  la  to 

tbr  potato  baa  brrumt  to  Lbr  Irta.  No 
der  that  bobrf  •*»  acrontad  to  Um  taory  that 
thr  plantain  wa*  Lbr  furbsddm  fruit  Eva  In 
vitad  Adam  to  share  with  her.  and  that  It  was 
thr  “grapos”  that  the  *pM*  brought  away 
from  thr  Prorutanl  Land  If  plantains  grew 
in  Canaan  thr  tugs nwa  at  Lbr  lvwaiitas  to 
gobble  thr  whole  country  la  satisfactorily  ac¬ 
counted  for 

The  urefulnna  at  the  plant  <kua  not  and 
with  thr  feeding  of  man  and  haaft.  Tha 


Walks  supply  a  lug*  quantity  of  fiber  of  grant 
streugtb  and  varying  degree*  of  finmata 
Some  of  thi»  filter  is  ao  exceedingly  flu*  that 
an  entire  garment  made  of  it  may  be  hnktan 
in  the  band.  But,  notwithstanding  thr  many 
use*  to  which  the  plantain  may  l*>  put,  and 
■U  almost  incalculable  value  as  food,  not  ana 
peraou  in  ten  thousand  who  Would  probably 
becomq  regular  consumers  ever  buys  a 
banana  or  baa  ever  seen  a  plantain.  There  la 
plenty  of  room  for  the  expansion  of  the  bus! 
nem  of  growing  the  fruit  and  some  reason  for 
thinking  that  it  will  increase,  for  tha  buxinem 
is  said  to  be  fairly  profitable  now  that  refrig¬ 
erator  care  and  cold  storage  on  steamers  hav* 
made  it  po*>ible  to  carry  the  most  perishable 
tropical  production*  to  mast  remote  parts  of 
tbe: United  Stab*  and  to  Europe. 

The  cost  of  preparing  a  plantation  of  plan¬ 
tains  or  bananas  u  said  to  be  about  $15  per 
acre.  Nine  months  after  the  about*  are  stuck 
into  the  ground  the  first  crop  is  ready  for 
.-hrpinent,  and  from  that  time  on  bunche*  are 
continually  maturing.  New  plant*  spring  up 
to  take  the  place  of  the  old  stalk*,  which  die 
after  producing  a  single  bunch  each  of  fruit. 
The  bunches  weigh  from  thirty  to  eighty 
l>oundiL  Stems  having  lea  than  six  “hand*” 
.or  half-circle*  of  fruit  are  rejected  by  the 
buyers  lor  market  aa  being  too  smail  to  be 
worth  the  thirty -five  to  fifty  cents  they  pay 
(»:i  the  coast.  The  vessels  in  the  trade  can 
carry  from  20,01)0  to  40,000  bunches,  and  the 
I  lunches  sell  in  New  Orleans  for  about  a  dol- 
lxr  more  thar  they  cost  on  the  coast.  The 
plants  are  ret  about  sixteen  feet  apart,  and 
receive  little  or  no  care  after  the  planting 
until  the  time  comes  to  cut  the  larger 
hunches  and  to  cut  dow  n  all  the  young  plants 
not  wanted.  The  (lead  stalks,  with  all  their 
valuable  filler,  are  left  to  rot  on  the  ground. — 

•  E.  W.  P.,”  in  Chicago  Times. 

Singular  Belle  of  the  Flood. 

A  singular  and  beautiful  relic  of  the  flood 
lost  summer  is  the  crop  of  daisies  that  it 
sowed  through  the  bottom  lands  of  Kansas. 
Some  sections  are  dotted  thickly  with  these 
llowers,  and  a«  they  were  never  known  to 
grow  before  it  toe  ms  certain  that  the  seeds 
wvre  brought  down  by  the  flood. — Chicago 
Herald. 

The  Latest  London  Craxe. 

The  very  latest  London  craxe  in  note  paper 
is  of  a  coarse  brown  quality,  such  as  might 
be  used  for  doing  up  heavy  bundlea  The 
edges  are  rough,  while  at  the  top  of  the  first 
page  is  an  illustration  of  an  old  shoe,  and  sur¬ 
rounding  it  are  there  words:  “Hard  time*! 
Never  derert  an  old  friend!'1  while  under  the 
same  motto  on  the  envelope  is  the  picture  of 
an  old  battered  hat.  The  thing  just  now  la 
to  assume  a  poverty  if  you  have  it  not— St 
Paul  Pioneer  Press. 


Color  Blindness. 

Women  have  acuter  color  reuse  and  are 
seldom  color  blind,  but  when  they  are  defect¬ 
ive  they  often  transmit  it,  mainly  in  the 
female  line. 

Color  blindness  is,  as  a  rule,  congenital  and 
hereditary,  and  for  that  reason,  incurable. 
Of  course  temporary  color  blindness,  such  as 
occurs  in  hysteria  or  head  injuries,  ueed  not 
be  irremediable. — Lithographer  and  Printer. 


Loggers  In  the  Dismal  Swamp. 

A  correspondent  of  The  New  York  Even¬ 
ing  Post  took  a  trip  through  the  famous  Dis¬ 
mal  swamp.  The  Post  says  that  2,000  negroes 
are  logging  in  that  pestilential  place,  who  are 
worse  off  than  when  they  were  slaves,  be¬ 
cause  now  they  barely  make  a  living,  and 
there  is  no  one  to  take  care  of  them  in  sick¬ 
ness  or  old  age. 


Poetic  View  of  Cremation. 

A  poetess  sees  beauty  in  everything,  and 
Ella  Wheeler  Wilcox  has  discovered  it  in 
cremation.  Just  hear  her:  “Snowy  clothing 
envelops  it — the  body— the  door  swings  noise¬ 
lessly  open,  the  iron  cradle  that  appears  like 
a  nuptial  bed  disappears  in  a  glory  of  crim¬ 
son  light  as  a  dove  flies  into  the  crimson  sun¬ 
light  and  disappears  from  view. — New  York 
World.  _ 

Green  Roses. 

A  botanical  curiosity  in  a  garden  at  Ealing, 
England,  is  a  rose  tree  whose  blossoms  are  en¬ 
tirely  green,  the  flowers,  in  fact,  being  com¬ 
posed  of  similar  leaves  to  the  ordinary  foliage. 
This  is  evidently  a  reversion  to  the  earlier 
stage  of  terrestrial  plant  life,  in  which  flowers 
had  not  yet  become  specialized  organs.  —  Ar- 
kausaw  Traveler. 


Present  for  Nilsson. 

Among  the  wedding  presents  received  by 
Christine  Nilsson  is  one  from  Queen  Victoria, 
consisting  of  a  photograph  of  her  majesty  in 
an  exquisitely  carved  oxidized  silver  from*. 
Beneath  the  portrait  is  a  small  autograph 
signature,  “Victoria,  Reg.,  Osborne,  June  14, 
1886.— Chicago  Tribune. 


“  ’Frisco”  Not  tha  Nam*. 

Ban  Francisco  papers  indignantly  disclaim 
the  popular  belief  that  “  ’Frixco,”  instead  of 
the  full  name  “Ban  Francisco,”  is  used  by 
by  Californians.  They  say  that  the  only 
people  who  use  it' are  those  who  come  from 
the  east,  and  think  it  is  a  “disgusting  term. 
Chicago  Times. 


tanpei^fect  Vision  of  Insect*. 

From  manyNexperiments  on  fliea,  beetles 
and  other  insects^  M.  Plateau  concludes  that 
insects  with  compound  eyes,  with  or  without 
simple  eyes,  are  able  to  distinguish  form  by 
vision  only  very  imperfectly,  if  at  alL— Bos¬ 
ton  Budget. 

White  House  experience*. 

Mrs.  Grant  has,  I  understand,  dictated 
many  of  her  Whit*  House  experience*  to  a 
stenographer,  and  they  will  probably  be  pub¬ 
lished  some  time.— Washington  Letter. 


ADVERTISERS 
can  learn  the  exact  cost 
of  any  proposed  line  of 
advertising  in  American 
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Geo.  P.  Rowell  &  Co., 

Newspaper  Advertising  Bureau, 
lO  Spruce  St.,  Now  Y6rk. 
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THE  MUTUAL  BENEFIT 
Life  Insurance  Company, 
NEWARK,  N  J. 

AM2I  DODD.  -  -  -  -  President. 


A  BRITS  (Market  Value*. 


LIABILITIES  (4  nor  cent  Rrern*) 

8UBFLU*  . 

SURPLUS  (Now  York  Staa.lan!) 


M 
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Foreign  Exchange. 

MARTIN  R.  DENNIS  &  CO. 

REMOVED  TO 

TU  Broad  SL,  Newark,  N.  I 

Near  Market  Street. 

fflSUl  DRAFTS  OB  MONEY  ORDERS  VOS 

TOngiand,  Ireland.  Scotland,  the 
Continent  of  Europe*, 

And  all  p*rta  of  the  world. 

Lafttaa  tt  OradH  tor  TnvoUta.  All  kinds  of  forta^  Btaff  m- 


PASSAGE  TICKETS, 


OTHABD,  WRITE  STAR,  INMAN,  GUION,  AN¬ 
CHOR,  NATION  AX*  STATS,  NORTH 

GERMAN  LLOYD,  BSD  STAR* 

Aftd  8U  SMI  of  Ocean  Steamers. 


J.  W.  BALDWIN  &  BROS., 

Upper  Broad  St. 

Best  Quality  Lehigh  Coal, 

SAWED  AND  SPLIT  WOOD, 

Drygoods,  Groceries,  Feed,  Grain,  Etc. 

Goods  Delivered  Promptly. 

JUST  OPENED, 

New  Stocks  of 

Crockery,  Oilcloths,  Horse  Blankets, 

LADIES,  GENTS’  AND  BOYS’ 

MERINO  UNDERWEAR, 

RUBBER  BOOTS  i  SHOES,  Etc. 


PARKER’S 

PHOTO  GALLERY. 

695  Broad  St., 

NEWARK.  N,  J. 

All  Negative*  registered.  Duplicates  fur¬ 
nished  from  those  made  by  Mr.  Parker  as  well 
as  my  own.  Personal  attention  given  to  each 
sitting. 

WM.  L.  TEUSH, 

Successor  to  C.  Parker. 


JOHN  G.  KEYLER, 

GENERAL  FURNISHING 

UNDERTAKER. 


EVERYTHING  PERTAINING  TO  THA 
BU8ISE88  FURNISHED. 


American'  house, 

BLOOMFIELD,  B.  J. 

At  the  “CENTRE,  ”  Three  Minnies’  Walk  from  1.  &  E.  Depot 

The  only  Hotel  in  town  where  first- 
class  Accommodations  and  Meals  at 
all  hours  can  be  had. 

Fine  Wines  and  Liquors,  Imported 
and  Domestic  Cigars  from  E.  C.  Haz¬ 
ard  &  Co.,  New  York. 


Special  attention  given  to  Transient  Guests. 

W.  R.  COURTER, 

Pfeorasroft 


